To the Members of the California State Assembly:
I am returning Assembly Bill 2713 without my signature.

This is a well-intended bill and I applaud the efforts to expose wrongdoing within
government. However, this bill would condone violations of the attorney-client privilege,
which is the cornerstone of our legal system. This bill will have a chilling effect on when
government officials would have an attorney present when making decisions. It is an
attorney’s duty to advise the governmental officials when they are about to engage in
illegal activity. This bill will ensure that advice is not conveyed in every situation and
therefore it is too broad to affect the intended purposes.

Existing law already addresses the most egregious situations, which is the only time the
attorney-client relationship should be breached. It is critical to evaluate the recent
changes to the law as it relates to the attorney-client privilege prior to further eroding this
important legal principle.

For the reasons stated I am unable to support this measure.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger



